8 The Goner racer prootye EL in gt probably
—in this e
s by ey posors. Five machines <

an fficial mo

wmber—i

Both pieture

recollect that on one famous occasion the
e Company

ine).
¢ pump became sundnrd cquipment

@ El—for ih

and gim Mllion,and Wl and Cutiare

Jones. All three crews were very cxpericnced.
Nauurly they were “mont amous o 1y the
sircraft

much as possible before the race
Bt were only able 1o 00 50 4 few days

e iode
iy now it was nearly June but neither the

s entines mor propellrs had.been

riified for flight by the

approved and_cert
Sppropriate civil aviation _departments.
Approvals were in fct cnly obained o o
days before the Althou

ore eady working Tong o
passenger aircraft the Comet was of para-
mount imporancs and even longer hours
were undertaken. orked seven days
week and sor

Y
Edgware Road to Hendon and Cricklewood
ok ethe the o ram at 2530 of the
Srst one at 05.00. No wonder 1 was very
thin at that time

e s Comet was compleed in about

from the issue of the fs

drawings and was assembled at Stag
out dismantled and unnxpem.d wH Huﬁe!d

i ek
Athough thee were no hard.

fromet Mildentalin Sofflk it ficy
e grass area but of none of the

g aids and. other mcdem facies

known today. When we arrived

ey i e o e mprosed a

an oil company produced one at

ute. One enthusiastic member

2oy Scot and Campbell Black, Amy
CLANSMAN

T can recollect was when the aircraft being
piloted by Catl Jones  was

vl b horeifed = lhc Short
Th

bccummg front page news and everybody of
note wanted to visit the airfield 1o sec the
i, King George ¥ and Queen Mary
spent some time at the aerodrome and
imara Prince of Walcs, three years before
he became Edward VIII (who was always
n aviaion cnbusis) spent ¢ o of cime
climbing aireraft and, as
s ke o o ¢ ke
A a e dat it was decided to give

banquet in of the compeitors: it

i i ey betos the T o

Grosvenor House Hotel and over 500 people
e b

after fore. However, it was
an historic night.

Crowds jam the roads

rea exodus of pople from London

ext day.
Movietone News moved very fast in those

"At 06,35 on October 14 1934, the starter’s
flag signalled the take-off and the first air-
craft, christened Black Magic and piloted by

il b Gapr. Hibert Brods at Haufld o cels i it
i carly, fiying, and iere registered later. For
s Dl thise for the race and ro for later xport o Portugal and France

those days

. In
ot e o were right

the Molisans, took offfor Austalia: They
o radio, parachutcs or d
Al he sirerat were fully | lnden i peea
cach take-off operation.
But 13 irnat ok T witnons o he
st e not

By 09.00 everyone wss on the way home

it was ot il he crening ewspaper
e publihed dh
—by that time aircraft woul
ariouspoints inthe Middle Est. Altrough
the Mollisons we ach Baghdad,
When they arrved in i Alansoad they had

serious engine trouble and did ot proceed

Fouo piloca. by Seor
Blck. The journey hd aken 70 hou

Che ind acroplancs were
Arvean b, be Toukth g the ot
Cometplted by, Waller and Cathear
Jones. These two immediately announced
ey uomd ‘sttempt the record for the
o London. Seversldays later

journey. This was @ e tiumph fox De
Havilla

il s il e in my memry and i

ened 40

e i Commet pilo two are

2601 alive—Ken Waller is & furmer and

Chart Jones s  ightcub jn Holl

x

Itisinavery
is to rebuild the machine so that i

5o you will be able to see it exactly as it was
in Ocmbcr 1934
and happiest recollection is that,

holiday with
e Tomcemad i e ght sk,



